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Harlan Accola 

Harlan Accola and his wife Brenda have lived in the Marshfield, Wisconsin area for over 30 years. They have 
four grown sons, Ben, Josh, Luke, and Isaac and three grandchildren.  

Harlan has been in the mortgage industry for over 20 years and has worked with all types of loans. His specialty 
and favorite has always been working amongst the 62 plus age group with over 1,000 Reverse Mortgages which 
has been the most rewarding part of his career. He is now the Reverse Mortgage Director for Fairway 
Independent Mortgage Corporation.  

His presentations will give you a very different perspective. He often asked his clients and professional partners, 
“If what you thought you knew about mortgages and financial planning was wrong, when would you want us to 
tell you?” 

The goal of Harlan and Fairway is to change the way retirement is done for baby boomers in this country. There 
is a perfect storm and a retirement crisis that can be avoided if we properly manage the trillions of dollars in 
home equity.  

 
Tom Charon 

Tom Charon is a retirement plan counselor at Capital Group, home of American Funds, responsible for 
relationship management and sales development in Wisconsin, Iowa and the upper peninsula of Michigan. He 
has 31 years of investment industry experience and has been with Capital Group for 16 years. Prior to joining 
Capital, Tom was a retirement and pension specialist with Northwestern Mutual Financial Network. Before that, 
he was a vice president of retirement plans at Robert W. Baird. He holds a bachelor’s degree in business from 
the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. He also holds the Certified Employee Benefit Specialist and Accredited 
Investment Fiduciary® designations. Tom is based in Delafield, Wis. 
 

Ben Chera 

Ben joined Lincoln Financial in July 2013 and has been working with the Annuities team.  
 
In his current capacity as External Wholesaler in Wisconsin supporting Independent Planners & Edward Jones, 
Ben assists financial advisors with strategies that help them solve financial planning problems for clients 
preparing for, or in, retirement. 
 
Prior to this position, Ben worked with advisors as a Hybrid Wholesaler for several months at Lincoln. Prior to 
that, Ben helped advisors for 4 years at Lincoln as an internal wholesaler while being a fitness coach at a local 
gym.  
 
Ben holds FINRA Series 6 and 63 registrations, and state life and health licenses. Ben received a BA in 
Business Economics from Temple University. 
 
Ben lives in Milwaukee with girlfriend, Meredith, who is a teacher of hearing impaired children. She is also a 
fitness instructor and a choreographer for theater. In his free time, Ben enjoys hiking outdoors, working out, 
cooking, going to Brewers games, exploring cities, traveling the world, and trying new things. 

 
Pam Foti 

Co-Owner and Elder Care Consultant at Vesta Senior Network, is a pharmaceutical industry veteran with 17 
years of experience working in SE Wisconsin with psychiatrists and neurologists. For ten of those years, Pam 
had the opportunity to work in the long-term care arena with geriatricians, pharmacists, nurses, and caregivers in 
both skilled nursing and assisted living facilities. Pam’s professional experience gives her insight into the 
business of elder care, but more importantly, Pam lost her own grandma to Alzheimer’s Disease. This personal 
experience drives Pam to help the families she works with find the best possible care for their loved ones. Pam 
is married to Phil, and they live in Wauwatosa with their two daughters and three dogs. 



 

Christopher Jenks, CFA 

As a client portfolio manager for the BMO Disciplined Equity Team, Chris is responsible for providing clients, 
prospects and consultants with ongoing updates and insights on the team’s investment process and 
performance. 
 
Chris began his investment experience in 2007 and joined the company in 2016. Prior to joining BMO, Chris 
served as director of investments at Embree Financial Group and as vice president and investment strategist at 
Northern Trust Global Investments. 
 
Chris holds a B.S. in finance and marketing from DePaul University. He is also a CFA® 
charterholder and a member of the CFA Institute and the CFA Society of Chicago. 

 
Barry Mendelson, CIMA 

Barry has worked in the financial service industry for over thirty-five years and has specialized in open 
architecture investment management services for the past twenty-five years.  

Barry has served in various open architecture leadership and product development capacities at financial 
services firms including Director of Investment Consulting Services and Wealth Management Strategy at 
Robert W. Baird & Co in Milwaukee, Wisconsin prior to founding CMC.  He was instrumental in the 
development of their investment consulting business and the development of a number of new services 
offered to clients during this period.  At Principal financial Securities he opened their first Midwestern 
Pension Consulting office in Chicago.  He was the Director of Managed Asset Services at First of Michigan 
in Detroit where he developed their investment advisory services programs.   

Barry co-authored “The World of Money Management”, is widely quoted in professional publications, and 
has been published in the Journal of Investment Consulting and the Monitor.  He has spoken at industry 
events on subjects ranging form investment analysis, client services, money manager style analysis, 
portfolio construction, and money management practice planning.  

Barry earned his Certified Investment Management Analysts Designation (CIMA) form the Investment 
Management Consultants Association and the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton Business School in 
1990.  He has been a member of the Investment Management Consultants Association since 1989.  He 
earned a BS from Palmer College in Davenport, Iowa in 1976. 

Barry’s charitable activities included Flour Power of Milwaukee which re-purposes fresh baked goods from 
local bakeries to the area homeless shelters.  

Jenny Wagner 

Co-Owner and Elder Care Consultant at Vesta Senior Network, is an experienced sales and marketing 
professional. Jenny has worked across a variety of specialized industries throughout her career. Each industry 
has required her to become a problem solver in a very specific field. Having had personal experiences with loved 
ones needing care, Jenny has gained first person insight into how she can help families through an emotionally 
difficult and overwhelming time. Jenny lives in Wauwatosa and is married to Michael. They are blessed with two 
sons and their dog, Archie. 


